                              Mr. Marks - 2014/2015
SOCIAL STUDIES 10 – CLASS OUTLINE AND EXPECTATIONS
This course examines the growth and development of Canada as a nation, between 1815 and 1914. Special attention will be paid to the social, political, cultural, and economic development of Canada, changes in Canadian society and identity, responsible government, the achievement of nationhood, geographical factors which have influenced the growth of Canada, and the economy, past and present of Canada and British Columbia.  In addition, topical current events will be an important aspect of this course.
Units of Study:

I. Colonies in the Wilderness, 1814 - 1840
II. Building a Nation, 1840 - 1867
III. The Geography of Western Canada
IV. The Northwest to 1870
V. The Prairies, 1870 - 1896
VI. The Emergence of Modern Canada, 1896 - 1914
VII. Early History of British Columbia to 1896
VIII. Economics: Canada and British Columbia

Evaluation:

· The evaluation of the classroom portion of the course will be as follows: assignments, projects, and homework are weighted at 50% of the course mark while quizzes, tests and exams will account for the other 50%.
· This course also consists of a final examination worth 20% of the final mark.

· Letter grades for Social Studies classes will be assigned according to the following scale:

      

A 
= 86% - 100%



B
= 73% - 85%



C+
= 67% - 72%



C
= 60% - 66%



C - 
= 50% - 59%



I/F
= 0% - 49%
Necessary Materials:

· Each student must bring a three-ring binder to every class – it should contain plenty of lined paper and dividers.  Your binder should be kept neat and organized.  Dividers could be labeled as follows:

· History 
· Geography 

· Current Events
-      You may choose to have additional sections for study material and/or tests and quizzes
· You must bring pens and pencils to every class.  
· Your agenda will help you keep track of homework, assignments, quizzes, tests, and project due dates.  
· Laptops and tablets are acceptable to use in this class but are not necessary

Written Assignments:

· All assignments must be legible (whether typed, or hand-written).  

· Include your name, the date, and title on all work

Classroom Procedures:

· Respect everyone in the classroom. Take responsibility for your actions and at all times keep an open mind and a positive attitude.

· You must arrive to class on time and fully prepared.  Being “on time” means being at your desk in the classroom when the bell rings. Being “full prepared” means having a pen, pencil, paper, binder, any textbooks \, and having your homework fully completed.
· You are not permitted to eat or drink in class (although a water bottle is acceptable).

· Please leave mobile phones and other electronic devices off and put away.  They are not to be found being used at any time as they are not permitted in this class. If students are found not complying with this cell phone rule, it may be taken away from them for the duration of the period and given back to them at the end of the class.  If it continues to be a problem further follow up may be needed such as a phone call home or an appointment with administration at the school.  

· An exception to the electronic device rule would be handheld music devices with headphones that may be used only when doing individual seat work.  If this privilege is abused it can be taken away.
Homework and Assignments:

· You can expect homework in this class.  Homework/ home study is one of the most important things you can do to maximize your chances of success and develop good work habits.  Even if you do not have any written homework, you are expected to review at home the work you do in class each day and ensure that you fully understand all of the material.

· Always submit homework and assignments on time. They will be checked at the beginning of the period when they are due. No completion mark will be awarded if the homework is not ready at the beginning of the class. 
· If assignments are handed in late, they will be marked at the discretion of the teacher and when time allows.  It should not be expected that they will returned right away until there is time to do so.  The consequence is a lower course mark until they can be marked and returned to you.

· Make-up work is not an option in this course unless there is a legitimate medical reason.

· Students who submit plagiarized work or who are caught cheating will be given a “0” mark for the work and parents/ guardians will be contacted.  The work may not be re-written for a higher mark.

Absences:

· Students are responsible for catching up work missed during an excused absence – please bring a note from your parent/ guardian.  If you are in school the day after an absence (the day prior to the next class), see me about the missed work so that you can complete it and be ready for the next class.  An acceptable amount of time to complete an assignment that you missed is the next day you are at school.   For longer assignments where you missed multiple days, please see the teacher to make appropriate arrangements for how you can complete you work and when you must hand it in.   Failing to take ownership over your own learning and getting caught up will result in lower marks.  If you are absent on the day of a test or the day an assignment is due, be prepared to write the test or hand in the assignment on the first day you return to school.

· If you expect to be absent for an extended period of time, please see me to make arrangements to complete work, make up tests, and set suitable dates for completion of work.

· If you are absent without an excuse when a test is written or an assignment is due, you will receive a “0” mark for that test/ assignment.  It may not be written/ submitted at a later date.

Extra Help:

· I am available most days before and after school.  If you can catch me at lunch, I am sometimes available as well.

· Please do not wait until the day homework or assignments are due to ask questions or clarification.
To Find Me:

· My desk is located in Room 317, so generally that is where I will be before and after school and at lunch.
· I will be posting my homework online on the Sands website or you can keep updated with Student Connect.
· My email is dmarks@deltasd.bc.ca
